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Post-conference tour
Sharjah, Dubai, Abu Dhabi 
12–13 November

CIMAM’s Annual Conference is currently the most important forum for communication, co-operation and
information exchange between museums, professionals, visual arts workers and artists within modern
and contemporary art practice. Its guiding principle is the presentation of new unpublished work followed
by free discussion and visits to the foremost contemporary art institutions, collections and projects in
the region. Around 200 delegates are expected to attend CIMAM 2014 Annual Conference in Doha,
Qatar. Three keynote speakers and ten case study presentations will be conforming the basis of a
larger debate that will take place among the conference delegates. The active implication of members
and delegates will be requested through extended Q&A, panel discussions and visits to contemporary
art institutions in the city to reflect upon the issues arising from the conference topics.

“Museums in Progress: Public interest, private resources?”
Modern and contemporary art museums have been built as institutional tools that share knowledge and
education with society. They have become essential parts of both local and national socioeconomic
frameworks. Addressing the recent past and present, these museums play a central role in constructing
the myths of our times and the writing of local histories while becoming platforms of transcultural
international exchanges with worldwide impact. 

The global scale of technological, economic, social, and political transformations profoundly affect the
mission and operation of these museums. CIMAM’s 2014 Annual Conference raises discussions and
focused studies about the effects of these changes in the institutional environment and seeks to develop
an argument for museums to adapt their original missions in line with these new institutional ethics,
challenges, and realities.

Travel grant program
CIMAM offers grants to support the attendance of modern and contemporary art curators and museum
or collection directors to CIMAM’s 2014 Annual Conference.

The Getty Foundation, Los Angeles supports 15 travel grants to contemporary art museum and
collection curators and directors residing in countries with Emerging Market and Developing Economies
according to the International Monetary Fund’s World Economic Outlook.

The Fundación Cisneros/Colección Patricia Phelps de Cisneros offers four travel grants to contemporary
art museum and collection curators and directors residing in Latin America with priority to Central

“Museums in Progress: Public interest, private
resources?” 
9–11 November 2014

Hosted by Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art 
Education City
Doha 
Qatar

www.mathaf.org.qa
www.cimam.org
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America and the Caribbean.

Deadline to submit applications is 30 June, 24:00 (GMT+1).
More information and application form here.

Qatar Museums will offer additional grants for curators and professionals from the GCC, Africa, Brazil,
and the Middle East. Information to be published on CIMAM’s website accordingly.

General registration and program including details of the post-conference tour in Sharjah, Dubai, and
Abu Dhabi will be announced on CIMAM’s website by 30 June.

The 2014 CIMAM Annual Conference is hosted and co-organised by Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern
Art. Mathaf is a Qatar Museums organization led by Chairperson H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad
Al Thani and supported by Qatar Foundation, led by Chairperson H.H Sheikha Moza bint Nasser.
Mathaf is founded by the Vice Chairperson of Qatar Museums, H.E Sheikh Hassan bin Mohammed bin
Ali Al Thani.

CIMAM
Fabra i Coats
C/ Sant Adrià, 20
08030 Barcelona
Spain

CIMAM’s office at Fabra i Coats is supported by the City Council of Barcelona.
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Los museos de arte moderno y contemporáneo se han construido como herramientas institucionales que
comparten conocimiento y educación con la sociedad. Se han convertido en parte esencial de los marcos
socioeconómicos locales y nacionales. Abordando el presente y el pasado reciente, los museos tienen un
papel central en la construcción de los mitos de nuestro tiempo y en la escritura de las historias locales,
mientras se convierten en plataformas de intercambios internacionales transculturales con impacto en todo el
mundo. La escala global de las transformaciones tecnológicas, económicas, sociales y políticas afectan
profundamente su misión y funcionamiento.

La Conferencia Anual del CIMAM (Comité Internacional para Museos y Colecciones de Arte Moderno), que
tendrá lugar del 9 a 11 noviembre de este año en el Mathaf: Museo Árabe de Arte Moderno de Doha,
Qatar, suscitará debates y estudios focalizados sobre los efectos de estos cambios en el entorno institucional,
y buscará desarrollar un argumento para que los museos adapten sus misiones originales a estos nuevos
desafíos, realidades y éticas institucionales.
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Sede la conferencia del CIMAM, 2014. Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, Doha, Qatar © Richard Bryant

Algunos puntos a tratar en la Conferencia

Las fuerzas del mercado, tales como galerías, ferias de arte y casas de subastas, están adoptando cada vez
más el lenguaje y los atributos históricamente conferidos a la institución museística. Los vastos espacios tipo
“cubo blanco”, la producción de catálogos razonados, el acceso a los artistas, sus patrimonios y legados, y las
conferencias académicas ya no son cualidades exclusivas de los museos.

Siguiendo la misma lógica, las colecciones privadas se están apropiando del nombre y asumiendo el papel de
los museos públicos. Esta profusión de museos basados en modelos de empresas privadas, junto con el
aumento de los precios de las obras de arte, han comenzado a erosionar la capacidad del museo para ofrecer
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un servicio público. Además, los museos públicos son coaccionados por los poderes públicos para demostrar
su eficiencia y lograr un impacto medible, lo que induce un comportamiento de tipo corporativo. A pesar de
esto, las iniciativas privadas no asimilarían la función del museo para ganar credibilidad y seriedad si sus
atributos no fuesen todavía válidos.

Y sin embargo, los museos están modificando activamente sus prácticas tradicionales y optando por
estrategias alternativas de alcance y de difusión públicos. ¿Es esto reaccionario o es clarividente? ¿Existe
ahora en los museos un enfoque sin precedentes en los medios tradicionalmente resistentes al mercado,
como la performance y el cine, o se trata de una reacción por defecto porque los museos están siendo
excluidos de abordar el arte contemporáneo? ¿Es “el público” igual a las audiencias? ¿Cómo se define “lo
público” a la luz de las nuevas definiciones de lo común, como interés común o usos compartidos? ¿Qué es la
“confianza pública” en la actualidad? ¿Qué consideramos un Museo Público?. Son algunas de las preguntas
que buscará responder la Conferencia Anual del CIMAM.

En los últimos quince años el mundo del arte ha llegado a estar dominado por flujos de capitales en
proporciones colosales. Como el arte moderno y contemporáneo se han convertido en refugios de valor
monetario para los inversores globales, el valor cultural del arte ha dejado de existir como unidad con alguna
medida de relevancia. Su cuantificación gradual y su utilidad y eficiencia objetivas han derrocado el papel del
crítico y del profesional de museo, así como su autoridad para influir en el gusto, el valor o la opinión pública.

En la conferencia del CIMAM se propondrá el análisis crítico de los cambios que ésta transformación en el
equilibrio del sistema ha significado dentro de las estructuras profesionales del mundo del arte. Se prestará
especial atención a la fluctuación de las funciones del sector público al sector privado, y viceversa, con especial
énfasis en las regiones que han sido colonizadas recientemente por el mercado y sus propias formas de
legitimación. ¿Cuáles son las regulaciones que operan en torno a la transformación de la actividad profesional
y la naturaleza de los empleos en el sector de arte? ¿La evolución en la composición de las profesiones exige
un nuevo código deontológico?

Becas de Viaje para la Conferencia del CIMAM

Con el apoyo de Getty Foundation, la Colección Patricia Phelps de Cisneros y Qatar Museums, el CIMAM
ofrece 20 becas para acudir a su Conferencia Anual 2014.

El Programa de Becas de Viaje del CIMAM está diseñado para promover la cooperación y el intercambio
cultural entre profesionales de países en desarrollo con sus contrapartes en otras regiones del mundo. Desde
el año 2005, un total de 172 becas de viaje han sido otorgadas para asistir a las Conferencias Anuales del
CIMAM, conformando un grupo de profesionales que posteriormente se han vuelto importantes protagonistas
de los museos y colecciones de arte contemporáneo y moderno de su localidad.

La convocatoria del Programa de Becas de Viaje estará abierta hasta la medianoche del 30 de junio del 2014.
Pueden postular curadores y directores de museos y colecciones dedicados al arte moderno y
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contemporáneo, así como investigadores y curadores independientes cuyo campo de especialización sea la
teoría del arte contemporáneo.

The Getty Foundation, con sede en Los Ángeles, patrocina 15 becas a profesionales que residan en países de
mercados emergentes y economías en desarrollo. Por su parte, la Fundación Cisneros/ Colección Patricia
Phelps de Cisneros ofrece 5 becas a curadores y directores residentes en América Latina, con prioridad en las
regiones de Centroamérica y el Caribe, mientras que Qatar Museums propiciará una beca a propuestas de
Brasil, en el marco del Año de la Cultura Qatar-Brasil.

Sobre el CIMAM

El Comité Internacional para Museos y Colecciones de Arte Modernos, con sede en Barcelona, es un foro para
la discusión profesional de temas teóricos, éticos y prácticos concernientes a la colección y exhibición de arte
moderno y contemporáneo. Cuenta con más de 570 miembros activos de 78 países, entre directores,
curadores e investigadores de museos e instituciones que trabajan en torno al Arte Moderno y
Contemporáneo.

La primera Conferencia Anual de CIMAM tuvo lugar en La Haya, Países Bajos, en 1962. Desde entonces se
han celebrado 46 conferencias en más de 30 ciudades alrededor del mundo, convirtiéndose en uno de los
encuentros más importantes para profesionales del arte contemporáneo y en un recurso esencial para el
encuentro y la colaboración entre museos, profesionales de las artes visuales, artistas e instituciones a nivel
global.

Tags: Becas de Viaje para la Conferencia del CIMAM, Colección Patricia Phelps de Cisneros, Conferencia
Anual del CIMAM, Getty Foundation, Mathaf: Museo Árabe de Arte Moderno, museos, política y gestión de
museos, Qatar Museums
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ARTFEED in EXHIBITIONS

12–13 November CIMAM’s Annual Conference is currently the most important

forum for communication, co-operation and information exchange between

museums, professionals, visual arts workers and artists within modern and

contemporary art practice. Its guiding principle is the presentation of new

unpublished work followed by free discussion and visits to the foremost

contemporary art institutions, collections and projects in the region. Around 200

delegates are expected to attend CIMAM 2014 Annual Conference in Doha, Qatar.
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CIMAM 2014 Annual Conference
Submitted by Kate Stonor on 5 Aug 2014

Sunday, 9 November, 2014 to Tuesday, 11 November, 2014

Museums in Progress: Public interest, private resources?

CIMAM’s 2014 Annual Conference will take place from 9–11 November 2014 in Doha,

Qatar and will be hosted by Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art.

A post-conference tour to Sharjah, Dubai and Abu Dhabi will follow on 12–13 November

2014.

http://cimam.org/annual-conference/doha-2014/
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CiMAM 2014 Annual Conference

November 9, 2014 - November 11, 2014

Private to public, public to private: what are the new professional practices?

CiMAM’s 2014 Annual Conference will be hosted by Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art. The global scale of technological, economic, social and political

transformations profoundly affect the mission and operation of these kinds of museums. The conference raises discussions and focused studies about

the effects of these changes in the institutional environment and seeks to develop an argument for the museums to adapt their original missions in line

with these new institutional ethics, challenges and realities.

A post-conference tour to Sharjah, Dubai and Abu Dhabi will follow on 12–13 November 2014.

« Shirin Neshat: Afterwards 5th Intel Science Competition Arab World 2014 (ISC AW) »
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Details

Start:
November 9, 2014

End:
November 11, 2014

Event Category:
Conference

Event Tags:
CiMAM 2014 Annual Conference Qatar

Website:
http://cimam.org/annual-conference

/doha-2014/

Venue

Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art

Organizer

Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art,

Doha, Qatar

2nd Entrepreneurship in

Economic Development Forum

The Gulf Intelligence Women in

Qatar Airways is the official carrier of CIMAM 2014 Annual Conference.
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CIMAM’s Annual Conference is currently  the most important forum for
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communication, co-operation and information exchange between museums,
professionals, v isual arts workers and artists within modern and contemporary  art
practice. Its guiding principle is the presentation of new unpublished work followed by
free discussion and v isits to the foremost contemporary  art institutions, collections
and projects in the region. Around 200 delegates are expected to attend CIMAM 2014
Annual Conference in Doha. Three key note speakers and ten case study  presentations
form the basis of a larger debate that will take place among the conference delegates.
The active implication of members and delegates will be requested through extended
Q&A, panel discussions and v isits to contemporary  art institutions in the city  to reflect
upon the issues arising from the conference topics.

Confirmed speakers include Graham W.J. Beal, Director, Detroit Institute of Arts,
Detroit; Bernard Blistène, Director, Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris; Iftikhar
Dadi, Associate professor, Department of History  of Art, Cornell University , Ithaca,
NY ; Kate Fowle, Chief Curator at Garage Museum of Contemporary  Art, Moscow and
Director-at-large at Independent Curators International (ICI), New Y ork; Abdellah
Karroum, Director, Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, Doha; Maria Lind, curator
and writer, currently  the Director of Tensta Konsthall, Stockholm; Eugenio López,
Founder, Fundación Jumex Arte Contemporáneo, Mexico City ; Gabi Ngcobo, curator
and faculty , Wits School of the Arts, University  of Witswatersrand; Hito Stey erl, artist,
filmmaker, and essay ist, Berlin; and Olav  Velthuis, Associate Professor at the
Department of Sociology  and Anthropology , University  of Amsterdam.

Visits in Doha include Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, Museum of Islamic Art,
QMA Katara Gallery  and v isits to private collections.

CIMAM 2014 Annual Conference is organized by  CIMAM and hosted and co-organized
by  Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art. Mathaf is a Qatar Museums organization led
by  Chairperson H.E. Sheikha Al May assa bint Hamad Al Thani and supported by  Qatar
Foundation, led by  Chairperson H.H Sheikha Moza bint Nasser. Mathaf is founded by
the Vice Chairperson of Qatar Museums, H.E Sheikh Hassan bin Mohammed bin Ali Al
Thani.

Post-conference tour to Sharjah, Dubai & Abu Dhabi is hosted by  Sharjah Art
Foundation, Dubai Culture & Arts Authority , Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture
Authority  and Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahy an Foundation. Visits will include the Gulf
Studies Center, Maray a Art Center, Barjeel Foundation, the Museum of Archeology ,
Sharjah Art Foundation and the Heritage area in Sharjah, a selection of galleries in
Dubai, the Sheikh Zay ed Grand Mosque, the Guggenheim Abu Dhabi and Manarat Al
Saadiy at museum projects in Abu Dhabi.
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CIMAM – International Committee for Museums and Collections of Modern
Art Annual Conference

“Museums in Progress: Public interest, private resources?”

9–11  November 2014

Register for the conference online by  30 September here.

 

Hosted by  Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art
Education City
Doha , Qatar

Post-conference tour
Sharjah, Dubai, Abu Dhabi
12–13 November

www.mathaf.org.qa

www.cimam.org
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Shirin Neshat visits Doha

Just one week later, opening on Sunday 9th November and running until Sunday 15th February, 2015, Mathaf will present
Afterwards, the first solo exhibition in the Middle East by the internationally acclaimed Iranian artist Shirin Neshat.

This major show introduces a group of new and existing produced works as well as the photographic series, The Book of Kings
(2011); Our House is on Fire (2013) as well as the video installation, Turbulent (1998) that comment on historical, cultural and
political realities on which the artist has focused on for the past 30 years. As viewers move through the galleries, the
confrontation with the subjects portrayed becomes inevitable and provokes an emotional tension that places them closer to the
artist’s perspective when she took the photographs.

On the same day, Shirin will be joining Abdellah Karroum, Director of Mathaf for a public discussion about her exhibition at
CIMAM 2014 Annual conference, the most important forum for communication, co-operation and information exchange
between museums, professionals, visual arts workers and artists within modern and contemporary art practice. Join her at
Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art at Qatar Foundation on 9th November to hear about the exhibition in her own words from
3:30pm.

About Mathaf

Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art was founded in 2010

Mathaf is situated in Education City in Qatar Foundation, in a renovated former school building. QF is led by HH Sheikha Moza
bint Nasser.

Mathaf is part of Qatar Museums, led by H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.

An initial group of works was donated to the public institution by H.E. Sheikh Hassan bin Mohammed bin Ali Al Thani. Holding
several thousand works collected over the past 25 years, the collection emphasizes artistic trends and sites of production of
modern art.

Mathaf organizes major exhibitions, both historical and experimental, and large-scale education programs performing an
important role as a
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 HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani and other dignitaries at the CiMAM 2014
Annual Conference yesterday.

The CiMAM 2014 Annual Conference opened yesterday at Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art in Doha.

CiMAM is an international committee of the International Council of Museums. This is the first time the event is
being held in Qatar.

CiMAM board members and leading figures from museums and institutions around the world are attending the three-day
event, described as the most important forum for communication, co-operation and information exchange between museums,
professionals, visual arts workers and artists within modern and contemporary art practice.

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, chairperson of Qatar Museums, opened the conference. Speaking
on the occasion, she welcomed the participants and said the different perspectives being deliberated upon at the event would
ultimately widen “our horizons in thinking about contemporary art and what it represents”.

“Qatar Museums is – like Qatar itself – a young institution with great ambition. Culture and art supports the realisation of our
National Vision. It nurtures the transformation of a hydrocarbon nation to one based on diversity by supporting and
establishing creative networks. Culture connects people of all walks of life; it has no passport and establishes a tolerant
platform for dialogue.

“We are proud that as a relative youngster – Mathaf itself is four years old – we are graduating to the company of museums
and institutions in the global arts world from as far afield as Chicago, Tokyo and San Francisco… as well as other important
museums from across the Arab world.

“Key to our vision for arts and creativity in Qatar is the need to balance progress and heritage. Our languages and cultures
may be different, but we share a common vision with CiMAM, that ‘modern and contemporary art museums have been built as
institutional tools that share knowledge and education with society’.”

“At Mathaf, we place art from the Arab world as a core mission to our programmes; we also focus on education as a key
mission of our exhibitions. We champion the work of artists from this region and through our local partnerships with Katara and
the 
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Ministry of Culture, support their development. We also bring art from all around the world to inspire, influence and equip
aspiring 
artists from the region and educate 
our communities about international art.”

HE Sheikha Al Mayassa recalled that Mathaf’s collection began when Qatar Foundation acquired the collection of Sheikh
Hassan bin Mohamed bin Ali al-Thani. His collection formed the starting point of the national collection of Modern and
Contemporary Arab art.

“Mathaf is also moving into its next phase of expansion as we prepare to expand our building to support our ongoing activities.
Through our diverse exhibition programmes, we are initiating networks both within and across our region and the rest of the
world.”
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Doha, November 09 (QNA) - HE Chairperson of Qatar
Museums Sheikha Mayassa bint Hamad Al-Thani attended
Sunday the opening Ceremony of the CIMAM Annual
Conference, which took place in Arab Museum of Modern
Art. 
CIMAM conference, which Doha will hold for the next three
days, is one of the most important events related to
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Museums. A large hosts of artists, curators from around the
world attend the event each year. 
Speaking at the opening ceremony, HE Sheikha Mayassa
expressed her delight that the Arab Museum of Modern Arts
is hosting a wide selection of specialists who represent a
number of cultural institutions from across the globe. 
Her Excellency said that Qatari museums, like the State of
Qatar, have great ambitions; as museums will play a large
role in culture and arts, two main components of Qatar
National Vision 2030. 
HE Chairperson of Qatar Museums expressed her delight at
the high standard Qatari museums have achieved, pairing it
with museums in Chicago, Tokyo and San Francisco. 
HE Sheikha Mayassa highlighted how the UNESCO have
enlisted Al Zubarra as a World Heritage Site. It was the first
Qatari site to join the list, Her Excellency added. 
HE Sheikha Mayassa said that despite the contrasting
languages and cultures participating in this year's event,
CIMAM's participants were united in their vision that modern
arts museums must act as a beacon for knowledge and
education in every society. 
HE Chairperson of Qatar Museums said that they were
looking to expand the size of the Arab Museum of Modern
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Leading International
Museums
Conference in Doha

Camilla Greene

This week saw over 200 international delegates from 58 countries come to Doha for the

CiMAM's (International Committee for Museums and Collections of Modern Art) annual

conference, an important fixture in the international museums calendar, held for the first time in

Qatar. This year’s overall theme was the relationship between public and private entities in

framing the future of how modern and contemporary art is presented.

Day one was opened by HE Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad Al Thani, chairperson of Qatar

Museums, and explored public interest in the arts today. Panel discussions and presentations

featuring MinRasy Projects founder Rana Sadik. Other notable figures such as Graham Beal,

Maria Lind and Olav Velthuis were bookended by artists’ perspectives from Hito Steyerl and

Shirin Neshat. Neshat concluded by suggesting that institutions must not shy away from their

http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.qulture.com%2fdailydoha%2fleading-international-museums-conference-doha&id=ma-150225102325-85f6938c
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

missions: “It is the job of art institutions and artists to have more courage.”

Day two involved presentations from leading figures from the Arab art scene such as Zeina

Arida, director of Beirut’s Sursock Museum, Abdellah Karroum, director of Mathaf, and Suha

Shoman, founder of Jordan’s Dar Al Funun, on their ongoing struggles to build art institutions in

the MENA region. Gabi Ngcobo, curator for Johannesburg's Center for Historical

Reenactments, had this advice: “Don’t try to be cool. Be relevant. And if you can be relevant

and cool, you’re doing well”.

Day three involved a behind the scenes tour of Qatar Museums' Fire Station Artists in

Residence, shortly ahead of its official opening, along with an address by Bernard Blistene,

director of the National Art Museum in Paris. The debate centred on the changing relationship

between public and private entities and patrons in the art world.
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10 novembre 2015

Culture, art ‘key to realising Qatar’s national vision’

DOHA : Culture and art play an important role in realising Qatar’s national vision, said H E
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Chairperson, Qatar Museums.

She was addressing the opening of the CIMAM 2014 Annual Conference yesterday at Mathaf :
Arab Museum of Modern Art.

CIMAM, the International Council of Museums (ICOM) International Committee for Museums and
Collections of Modern Art, is holding the three-day conference in Qatar for the first time.

“Culture and art nurture the transformation of a hydrocarbon nation to one based on diversity by
supporting and establishing creative networks. Culture connects people of all walks of life ; it
has no passport and establishes a tolerant platform for dialogue,” Sheikha Al Mayassa said as
she welcomed over 200 professionals representing cultural institutions from 50 countries.

She likened Qatar Museums to Qatar as “a young institution with great ambition.”

“We are proud that as relatively youngster – Mathaf is four years old – we are graduating to the
company of museums and institutions in the global arts world from Chicago, Tokyo and San
Francisco… as well as other important museums from across the Arab world.”

She stressed striking a balance between progress and heritage as key to the vision for arts and
creativity in the country.
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Suggérer par courriel

“Earlier this year, we hosted the 38th Unesco Heritage Conference – with the ancient fort of Al
Zubara in the north of our country named Qatar’s first Unesco World Heritage Site.

“We are also in the process of converting our old fire station to an artist in residency. Work is
under way and the building will open to artists in the next few weeks.

“Our languages and cultures may be different, but we share a common vision with CIMAM :
Modern and contemporary art museums have been built as institutional tools that share
knowledge and education with society.”

Sheikha Al Mayassa also underscored art from the Arab world and education as core mission of
Mathaf in its programmes and exhibitions.

“We champion works of artists from this region and through our partnerships with Katara and
the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage, support their development. We also bring art from all
around the world to inspire, influence and equip aspiring artists from the region and educate our
communities on international art.”

Hito Steyerl, German, artist, filmmaker and essayist, delivered the keynote speech at the
conference which also featured speeches by Graham Beal, Director, Detroit Institute of Arts ;
Maria Lind, Curator and Writer and Director, Tensta Konsthall, Stockholm ; Olav Velthuis,
Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Amsterdam,
and Rana Sadik, Collector Projects, Kuwait.

A public discussion featuring Iranian artist Shirin Neshat on her recently opened expo
‘Afterwards’ in Mathaf was also held. This year’s conference features discussions and studies on
effects of global technological, economic, social and political transformations in the institutional
environment to develop an argument for museums to adapt their original missions in line with
new institutional ethics, challenges and realities.
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Culture, art ‘key to realising Qatar’s national vision’

DOHA : Culture and art play an
important role in realising Qatar’s
national vision, said H E Sheikha
Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani, Chairperson,
Qatar Museums.

She was addressing the opening
of the CIMAM 2014 Annual
Conference yesterday at Mathaf :
Arab Museum of Modern Art.

CIMAM, the International Council of Museums (ICOM) International Committee for Museums and
Collections of Modern Art, is holding the three-day conference in Qatar for the first time.

“Culture and art nurture the transformation of a hydrocarbon nation to one based on diversity by
supporting and establishing creative networks. Culture connects people of all walks of life ; it has
no passport and establishes a tolerant platform for dialogue,” Sheikha Al Mayassa said as she
welcomed over 200 professionals representing cultural institutions from 50 countries.

She likened Qatar Museums to Qatar as “a young institution with great ambition.”

“We are proud that as relatively youngster – Mathaf is four years old – we are graduating to the
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company of museums and institutions in the global arts world from Chicago, Tokyo and San
Francisco… as well as other important museums from across the Arab world.”

She stressed striking a balance between progress and heritage as key to the vision for arts and
creativity in the country.

“Earlier this year, we hosted the 38th Unesco Heritage Conference – with the ancient fort of Al
Zubara in the north of our country named Qatar’s first Unesco World Heritage Site.

“We are also in the process of converting our old fire station to an artist in residency. Work is
under way and the building will open to artists in the next few weeks.

“Our languages and cultures may be different, but we share a common vision with CIMAM :
Modern and contemporary art museums have been built as institutional tools that share knowledge
and education with society.”

Sheikha Al Mayassa also underscored art from the Arab world and education as core mission of
Mathaf in its programmes and exhibitions.

“We champion works of artists from this region and through our partnerships with Katara and the
Ministry of Culture, Arts and Heritage, support their development. We also bring art from all around
the world to inspire, influence and equip aspiring artists from the region and educate our
communities on international art.”

Hito Steyerl, German, artist, filmmaker and essayist, delivered the keynote speech at the
conference which also featured speeches by Graham Beal, Director, Detroit Institute of Arts ;
Maria Lind, Curator and Writer and Director, Tensta Konsthall, Stockholm ; Olav Velthuis,
Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Amsterdam,
and Rana Sadik, Collector Projects, Kuwait.

A public discussion featuring Iranian artist Shirin Neshat on her recently opened expo ‘Afterwards’
in Mathaf was also held. This year’s conference features discussions and studies on effects of
global technological, economic, social and political transformations in the institutional environment
to develop an argument for museums to adapt their original missions in line with new institutional
ethics, challenges and realities.
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CULTURAL and artistic education and practice are central to the Qatar National Vision

2030, according to the Chairperson of Qatar Museums (QM) HE Sheikha al Mayassa

bint Hamad bin Khalifa al Thani, who also underlined QM's commitment to education

and fostering creativity while preserving the nation's cultural heritage on Sunday. 

Sheikha al Mayassa inaugurated the annual International Committee for Museums and

Collections of Modern Art (CIMAM) Conference with the attendance of HE Sheikh

Hassan bin Mohammed bin Ali al Thani, Vice-Chairperson of the QM Board of Trustees,

and HE Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali al Thani, President of Hamad bin Khalifa University. 

Delivering the welcome speech at the conference, HE Sheikha al Mayassa said,"Culture

and art support the realisation of our National Vision. It nurtures transformation of

Qatar from a hydrocarbon nation to the one based on diversity by supporting and
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Qatar from a hydrocarbon nation to the one based on diversity by supporting and

establishing creative networks. Culture connects people of all walks of life." 

Sheikha al Mayassa underlined some recent developments on the cultural scene in Qatar

which serve to illustrate the country's commitment to preserving its heritage while

looking to the future and encouraging creative expression. 

"Key to our vision for arts and creativity in Qatar is the need to balance creativity with

heritage. With Qatar's first Unesco World Heritage site named at the ancient fort of Al

Zubarah in the north of the country, we are also in the process of conserving our old fire

station to host artists in residency. The building is well on its way, and will open its doors

to artists in the next few weeks," she added.

Commenting on the position of Mathaf, the Arab Museum of Modern Art within the QM

family, as an example of QM's commitment to art education, she said"We share a

common vision within CIMAM that modern and contemporary art museums have been

built as institutional tools that share knowledge and education with society. At Mathaf,

we placed art from the Arab world at the core of our programmes. We also focus on

education as a key mission to our exhibitions."

CIMAM's 2014 Annual Conference continues until November 11 at Mathaf. Convened

under the theme کMuseums in Progress: Public interest, private resources?' , the

conference will examine the present status of the art museum and its future as a place of

entertainment and education, and the steps which can be taken in order to support this

position.
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Sharjah Art Foundation hosts CIMAM
Sharjah Art Foundation (SAF) welcomed 53 members of
CIMAM, the prestigious International Committee for
Museums and Collections of Modern Art at the start of a
two-day tour of the UAE. The Sharjah itinerary included
visits to the Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi Centre of Gulf Studies
where CIMAM members were welcomed by H.H Sheikh
Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammad Al Qassimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah and H.E. Sheikha
Hoor Al-Qasimi, President and Director of Sharjah Art
Foundation. Visits included the Museum of Archaeology,
Sharjah Botanical Garden, Arabian Wildlife Centre in
Sharjah, Barjeel Art Foundation and concluded with a visit
to Sharjah Art Foundation Art Spaces in Al Mureijah and a
Welcome Dinner hosted by H.E. Sheikha Hoor Al-Qasimi.

The UAE tour follows the annual CIMAM conference, and was organised by SAF in collaboration with UAE Co-hosts
Dubai Culture and Arts Authority, Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority and the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan
Foundation.

Art professionals from 22 countries joined the tour including CIMAM President and Director of Museu d’Art
Contemporani de Barcelona (MACBA) Bartomeu Marí, Yilmaz Dziewior; Director of Kunsthaus Bregenz, Eugene Tan;
Director of the National Gallery Singapore, Pirkko Siitari; Director of Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinky,
Katia Baudin; Acting Director of Museum Ludwig, Köln, Valeria Piccoli; Chief Curator of Pinacoteca do Estado de São
Paulo, Brazil, and Madeleine Grynsztejn; Pritzker Director, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago.

H.E. Sheikha Hoor Al-Qasimi stated: “It is with great pleasure that we are able to welcome this group of CIMAM
members to the UAE. Along with our other co-hosts in Dubai and Abu Dhabi we look forward to introducing the wide
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range of cultural institutions and initiatives in the UAE, while opening new possibilities for future collaboration with
colleagues and institutions around the world.”

Image: H.H Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammad Al Qassimi, H.E. Sheikha Hoor Al-Qasimi and members of CIMAM at the
Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi Centre of Gulf Studies, 2014, image courtesy of Sharjah Art Foundation
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of Gulf Studies, 2014, image courtesy of Sharjah Art Foundation

Download Press Release

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates – Sharjah Art Foundation hosts CIMAM, the
International Committee for Museums and Collections of Modern Art at the start
of a UAE Tour.

Sharjah Art Foundation (SAF) w elcomed 53 members of CIMAM, the prestigious group of
international museum and art professionals at the start of a tw o-day tour of the UAE. The
Sharjah itinerary included visits to the Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi Centre of Gulf Studies
w here CIMAM members w ere w elcomed by H.H. Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammad Al
Qasimi, Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah and H.E. Sheikha Hoor Al
Qasimi, President and Director of Sharjah Art Foundation. Visits included the Museum
of Archaeology, Sharjah Botanical Garden, Arabian Wildlife Centre in Sharjah,
Barjeel Art Foundation, Maraya Art Centre, and concluded w ith a visit to Sharjah Art
Foundation Art Spaces in Al Mureijah and a Welcome Dinner hosted by H.E. Sheikha
Hoor Al Qasimi.
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This was more or less the theme of Luiz Augusto Teixeira de Freitas’s

keynote address on the third day of the CIMAM Conference.
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A lawyer and an art collector since the last 20 years, I believe it was

the lawyer in him, that led to this inquiry. The questions were justified

and should be treated with seriousness, if not with a sense of

urgency.

Who is keeping an eye on the Art Market? Who are the regulators or

the gatekeepers? With an industry touching the ceiling of over 50

billion Euro (that’s a lot of zeros), there are serious implications and

for sure a need for regulations.  Continue reading →
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PUBLIC INTEREST, PRIVATE
RESOURCES? – CIMAM
CONFERENCE, DOHA
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As a stroke of luck would have it, I randomly came across the website

of CIMAM and with it, a travel grant for the conference to be held in

Doha, I apply and I actually get in!

The title for this year’s Conference was “Museums in Progress: Public

interest, private resources?”

And what was the most interesting for me with regards to this title

was how the issues for the 1st world and the 3rd world differed

within the same umbrella. For three days, people from all over the

world debated on the subject matter and while it is my personal

opinion that such debates in most cases doesn’t yield an answer, but

the approaches and the case studies are always a ground for

something to learn.

“What is public interest today?” was the topic for the debate for Day

1. And while the subject matter may sound simple enough, there are

so many questions and complexities that come under this subject

matter.

Day 2 was spent on discussing “Building institutions in the African

and the Middle East Contexts” and this is for me when the

conference really got interesting and the vast difference between the
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understanding of the 1st world and the 3rd world quite apparent.

The conference was concluded on the 3rd day after a great debate on

“Private to public, public to private: what are the new professional

practices?”. Some of the most wonderful points of the conference

were raised here, and a need for regulations was highlighted after

drawing many a parallels between art and many other fields.

There is no doubt that a lot of important questions were raised and in

each of our own context, the solution or the application of new

models need to be revisited. Over the next couple of days, I will be

bringing the many talks and discussions over to this forum and share

the many problems and concerns and my own analysis with you.

I look forward to your input in this argument.
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Last week, Sharjah Art Foundation (SAF) welcomed 53 members of CIMAM (International Committee for Museums
and Collections of Modern Art), a group of international museum and art professionals from 22 countries. After being
welcomed by Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammad Al Qassimi, Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah,
the group embarked on a two day tour. The gathering, which included Bartomeu Marí the CIMAM president and the
director of Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona (MACBA), visited the Museum of Archaeology, Sharjah Botanical
Garden, Arabian Wildlife Centre in Sharjah, Barjeel Art Foundation and concluded with a visit to Sharjah Art
Foundation Art Spaces in Al Mureijah and a welcome dinner hosted by Sheikha Hoor Al-Qasimi.

The UAE tour followed the annual CIMAM conference, and was organised by SAF in collaboration with UAE Co-hosts
Dubai Culture and Arts Authority, Abu Dhabi Tourism and Culture Authority and the Salama bint Hamdan Al Nahyan
Foundation.

“It is with great pleasure that we are able to welcome this group of CIMAM members to the UAE. Along with our other
co-hosts in Dubai and Abu Dhabi we look forward to introducing the wide range of cultural institutions and initiatives
in the UAE, while opening new possibilities for future collaboration with colleagues and institutions around the world,”
said Sheikha Hoor at the beginning of the tour.
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